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All systems go for 2016 Initiation Schools Season

The months of June to July are the time when young men enter the right of passage from boyhood to
manhood. The season will see many young men from different backgrounds and all walks of life taking an
important step in their lives. This cultural practice is one of the many practices that define who we are as
Africans. It is a major and sacred stage in the African culture which sees the transition from childhood to
adulthood. It makes us unique and as the Limpopo House of Traditional Leaders working hand in glove with
the government, families of the initiates and all relevant stakeholders we hereby reaffirm our commitment to a
Zero Death Initiation Season.

Let me take this opportunity to thank you as members of the media for your positive response to this media
briefing in preparation for the 2016 Initiation Schools Season. Your continual support and partnership in
working with us to ensure a death free initiation school programme is highly appreciated.

This year initiation school programme is scheduled to commence from the 17th of June and end on the 18th
July 2016. We received a total of 376 applications to run initiation schools. The required documents which were
expected to accompany all applications were:

e Aletter from the Traditional Council of the area at which the initiation schools will take place,
supporting the application;

e A certificate of fitness of the traditional surgeon issued by a medical doctor;

e An environmental report compiled by Environmental Practitioner for the area at which the Initiation
School will take place;

e A copy of proclamation and/or title deed confirming authority and/or jurisdiction over the area at which
the Initiation School is to be conducted; and

e An undertaking signed by the Senior Traditional Leader regarding acceptance of accountability for the
Initiation School

Based on these requirements, of the 376 applications received as alluded to earlier in this statement, 325
initiation schools were approved and 51 disapproved. The breakdown for the approved schools per district is
as follows: Capricorn 89 Mopani 53 Sekhukhune 118 Waterberg 44 Vhembe 21

All these approved schools will be published and circulated in all Tribal Offices of our Senior Traditional
Leaders in the province. In addition to this, our MEC, Mme Makoma Makhurupetje will run a promo on all
approved Initiation Schools in the three SABC Radio Stations in the province.

As the House of Traditional Leaders in the province, we have conducted a workshop for all Senior Traditional
Leaders and Traditional Surgeons who have been given permits to host these Initiation Schools. Central and of
cardinal importance in having conducted this workshop was to brief and prepare the initiation schools
stakeholders on precautionary measures to be followed in order to have a smooth process during the initiation
period.

This Ladies and Gentlemen, is done in keeping with the recent address to the media by the Minister for Co-
operative Governance and Traditional Affairs, Mr Des Van Rooyen who said our province, is a shining example
of good cultural initiation practice where traditional leaders take the lead and responsibility to promote
accountability. We pride ourselves and we are humbled by this sentiment from the Minister.

It is in this regard that we have to remind ourselves, of the terms of Section 2 (1) of the Northern Province
Circumcision Schools Act No. 6 of 1996 which stipulates the following:

e No person shall hold an initiation school without a valid permit issued to him/her;



e No traditional surgeon or any other person is allowed to perform rituals in an initiation school without a
certificate of fithess issued for that purpose by a registered medical practitioner authorized by the
Premier or authorized officer to do so in terms of Section 3 (1) of Initiation Schools Regulations of
2003;

e No traditional nurse or any other person is allowed to look after initiates in an initiation school without
a certificate of attendance of training referred to in regulation 5, provided that the prohibition shall
become effective on the day immediately after the conclusion of the training concerned in terms on
Section 4(1) of Initiation Schools Regulations of 2003;

e No person below the age of twelve can be admitted to an initiation school in terms of Section 7(1) of
Initiation Schools Regulations of 2003;

e No initiate shall be admitted to an initiation school more than five days after the commencement of the
school in terms of Section 7(3) of Initiation Schools Regulations of 2003; and

e No person is allowed to abduct another for the purpose of taking the abducted person to an initiation
school in terms of Section 9(1) of Initiation Schools Regulations of 2003.

Our province has an impressive record of running cultural initiation schools. Traditional leadership at all levels
in the province has institutionalized the practice with effective governance systems. We want to commend all
the relevant stakeholders and encourage them to keep to that standard. In an effort to prevent the unnecessary
loss of lives, we request parents to send their children to the initiation schools that are approved.

We therefore, call upon parents to authenticate the legitimacy of initiation schools they intend to send their
children with their respective Traditional Authorities. There will be zero tolerance to people who want to take
chances by running initiation schools without permits. We also want to re-emphasize that we will not be lenient
to people who will be running illegal initiation schools. As the house we will not rest until all perpetrators who
would have been discovered to have violated all initiation schools regulations have been brought to book. We
will work with law our enforcement agencies, to prevent the unnecessary loss of young lives and also to ensure
that the rights of this young people are not violated.

It is our wish and commitment as Limpopo House of Traditional Leaders that during this initiation season, no
lives should be lost.

| thank You
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